
Bldg. 10, Room 9N-119 

October 23, 1969 

Professor  Paul D. Boyer 
Molecular Biology I n s t i t u t e  
Universi ty  of Cal i forn ia  
Los Angeles, Cal i forn ia  90024 

Dear Doctor Boyer: 

A t  a recent  meeting of intramural s c i e n t i s t s  a t  NIH 
D r .  Iamont-Havers, of the Research Grants Division, ou t l ined  
sane of the  pro jec ted  consequences of the  genera l  decrease 
i n  funds isor bio-medical research. He a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  
recent  adminis t ra t ive  dec is ions  concerning the use of such 
funds would lead t o  a p a r t i c u l a r  def ic iency i n  money f o r  
young researchers .  This group was charac te r ized  as those 
j u s t  completing post-doctoral  t r a i n i n g  and ready to  embark 
on independent research. 

Given the importance of t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  group t o  fu tu re  
biochemical research,  I would l i k e  t o  suggest that the  Society 
of Biological  Chemists consider a spec ia l  e f f o r t  t o  encourage 
and support  the  young s c i e n t i s t s .  More p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  I 
suggest t h a t  the  Society i n v e s t w t e  the p o s s i b i l i t y  of 
r a i s i n g  money and then d ispers ing  it, a s  research grants ,  t o  
ind iv idua ls  i n  the category described above. 
f o r  funds have occurred LO me, but  obviously o ther  ideas  a r e  
necessary. One p o s s i b i l i t y  is personal  cont r ibu t ions  f r m  
Society members. This would probably not  r a i s e  a g r e a t  dea l  
of money, bu t  would serve t o  stress our own r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  
t o  science. Another source would be c m e r c i a l  es tabl ishments  
d i r e c t l y  involved i n  supplying equipment and chemicals f o r  
biochemical research. Since the v i a b i l i t y  of these businesses  
depends on a c t i v e  research, they w i l l  presumably have a 
concrete i n t e r e s t  i n  encouraging young s c i e n t i s t s  t o  continue 
i n  research. Furthermore, i t  seems l i k e l y  that a l a rge  p a r t  
of any money they cont r ibu te  w i l l  r e turn  to  them as payment 
fo r  the things they s e l l .  
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It may well be t h a t  fu r the r  thought and inves t iga t ion  
w i l l  suggest t h a t  t h i s  proposal is  unfeasible .  However, 
given the cu r ren t  discouragement among young people, and 
the r e a l  t h r e a t  t h a t  many will t u rn  to  o ther  pu r su i t s ,  I 
bel ieve  i t  i s  of g r e a t  importance for the  Society t o  consider 
s e r ious ly  i t s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  i n  t h i s  regard. 
discussion of t h i s  i s sue  within the  Society w i l l  y i e l d  
o ther  proposals  d i r ec t ed  a t  the  same problem. 

Perhaps 

S incere ly  yours, 

Maxine F. Singer 


